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Middle Age 

The Mesozoic 

MESOZOIC 

Cretaceous 

Jurassic 

Triassic 

A Triple Whammy: 

 

End-Cretaceous 

Late Triassic 

End-Permian 

Triassic: 

A Game of Three Halves 

 

(3 major units in Germany; 

Only 2 in UK) 
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Sherwood Sandstone Fm 

BGS website 

Storeton Quarry, Wirral (GeoScenic) 

Sherwood Sandstone Fm 

Perlethorpe, Notts 

Mercia Mudstone Fm 

Sidmouth, Devon 



16/03/2015 

3 

Salty mudflats 

Rifted Britain 

The great break-up 
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Triassic Europe 

© Ron Blakey Geosystems 

Penarth Group (Lavernock Point) 

The Seas Return 

Late Triassic marine sediments 

http://geoscenic.bgs.ac.uk 

Penarth 

Group 

http://www.thegcr.org.uk/ImageBank.cfm 
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Jurassic 

Early Jurassic – Lias Group 
http://geoscenic.bgs.ac.uk 

Lias 

http://www.thegcr.org.uk/ImageBank.cfm 
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Early Jurassic stages 

http://www.thegcr.org.uk/ImageBank.cfm 

Toarcian 

Enhanced weathering – increased Sr, Os, and light C 

Productivity = marine anoxia 

Woodcock &  

Strachan (2012) 

Middle Jurassic 

Woodcock &  

Strachan (2012) 
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www.thegcr.org.uk/ImageBank.cfm 

Mid-Jurassic 

Hebrides 

http://geoscenic.bgs.ac.uk 

http://www.thegcr.org.uk/ImageBank.cfm 

Middle Jurassic Yorkshire 
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Ginkgo huttoni 

Middle Jurassic, 

Scalby Ness 
Woodcock &  

Strachan (2012) 

Tiny county, 

big monster 

Cetiosaurus 

oxoniensis 

Middle Jurassic 

Rutland 

(New Walk Museum, 

Leicester) 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/ 

Late 

Jurassic 

Oxfordian 

 

Kimmeridgian 

 

Tithonian 

Woodcock &  

Strachan (2012) 
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Yorkshire - Oxfordian 

Corallian Group – 

Filey Brigg 

Dorset: Tithonian 

Known locally as 

Portlandian 

Portland limestone 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/ 

Cretaceous: 

The Age of Chalk 
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Woodcock & Strachan (2012) 

HOW 

MUCH 

OF IT 

IS 

CRETACEOUS? 

Early Cretaceous - non-chalky 

Speeton Clay 

Sandringham Fm 

Hunstanton Fm 

Purbeck & Wealden 

Wessex & Wight 

Gault & Greensand 

North South 

BGS Geoscenic 

'Purbeckian' 

Stair Hole, Lulworth Cove 
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The Weald 

Wonders of the 

Wealden 

Baryonyx claw – 35 cm 

Iguanodon teeth 

Vectis 
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Speeton Clay 

Grey clays + phosphate bed, Filey Bay 

The Albian of Albion 

MWH 

Late Albian = beginning of true Cretaceous 

Chalk seas begin to flood Britain 

Woodcock & Strachan (2012) 

Red Chalk first 
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Chalky creatures 

Woodcock & Strachan (2012) 

Southern Chalk 

Chalk-marl 

couplets show 

climate cyclicity 

 

Humidity = mud = 

marl 

Northern Chalk 

GCR Image Bank 

Bempton Cliffs 
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Northern 

Irish Chalk 

White Cliffs, Portrush, Co. Antrim 

Chalk 

across 

the 

board 

Late 

Campanian 

Woodcock & 

Strachan (2012) 

The End (of the Mesozoic) 
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Links 
Cetiosaurus – the Rutland dinosaur: 
http://www.leicester.gov.uk/your-council-services/lc/leicester-city-museums/museums/nwm-art-

gallery/dinosaurs/therutlanddinosaur/ 

 

GCR Image Bank – Lower Jurassic: 
http://www.thegcr.org.uk/ImageBank.cfm?v=30&Style=All 

 

GCR Image Bank – Middle Jurassic: 
http://www.thegcr.org.uk/ImageBank.cfm?v=26&Style=All 

 

GCR Image Bank – Upper Jurassic: 
http://www.thegcr.org.uk/ImageBank.cfm?v=21&Style=All 

 

Geology of the Wessex Coast – Ian M. West: 
http://www.southampton.ac.uk/~imw/ 
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