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An Introduction to Geology: 3 

Remembered Mnemonics? 

Thus 

Jogging 

Can 

Prove 

Notably 

Queasy 

Eating 

Crisps 

On 

Sundays 

Doubles 

Calorie 

Points 
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Igneous Rocks 

Hand specimens 

First impressions? 
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Rock-forming minerals 

Quartz 

(SiO2) 
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Rock-forming minerals 

Feldspar 

(aluminium silicates) 

Orthoclase 

Plagioclase (Ca-

) feldspars 

Alkali (K- or 

Na-) feldspars 

Rock-forming minerals 

Mica 

(sheet silicates) 

Biotite 

Muscovite 
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Rock-forming minerals 

Calcium carbonate 

ï CaCO3 

Aragonite 

Calcite 

Rock-forming minerals 

Pyroxene / amphibole 

(chain silicates) 

Hornblende (amphi) 

Augite (pyro) 
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Rock-forming minerals 

Olivine 

(Mg-Fe silicate) 

Igneous rocks 

fire 

magma 

crystals 
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Igneous 

UK 

Precambrian 

Palaeozoic 

Palaeogene 

Classification 

Setting 

    Cooling depth 

Texture 

    Crystal size 

Chemistry 

    Minerals 
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1. Settings 

Extrusive 

Intrusive 

  Hypabyssal 

Extrusive igneous rocks 

Volcanic 

Lava / ash 

Gassy 

Fine-grained 
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Extrusive UK 

Intrusive igneous rocks 

Cooled at depth 

Coarse-grained 
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Intrusive UK 

Hypabyssal igneous rocks 

Sills / dykes 

Medium-grained 


