Week 4 — Biodiversification
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Ordovician: A Tale of 3 Faunas

Number of genera

Cambrian fauna

British Middle |Upper Trem. Arenig | Uanvimn Caradoc |Ash.| Lland. |We. Lud
Global Trem. F.|Dap.| Darriwilian | Sand. | Katian H
Period Cambrian Ordovician




The end of the Cambrian
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Were late Cambrian extinctions more significant
than subsequent Big Five?
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Did species diversify
because of meteorite
strikes?




Asteroid impact?
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An Ordovician mix
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The end-Ordovician

Number of genera

Cambrian fauna
British Middle |Upper Trem. Arenig | Llanvim Caradoc |Ash.| Lland. |We.|Lud
Global Trem. F.|Dap.| Darriwilian | Sand. | Katian H
Period Cambrian Ordovician




Hirnantia fauna
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Coming in to land: the mid-Palaeozoic




Useful websites

Asteroid break-up linked to GOBE:

http://www.nature.com/ngeo/journal/vl/n1/full/ngeo.2007.37.
html

The Fezouata fauna:

http://scienceblogs.com/laelaps/2010/05/13/cambrian-survivors-weird-cri/

The species concept(s):

http://ncse.com/evolution/science/species-concepts-modern-literature

Hirnantian extinction (BBC Wales):
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00bpj5t

Useful website

Palaeocast
www.palaeocast.com
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